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our people
To date, more than 80 different disciplines, professions and teaching areas have been 
represented by our Fellows, from more than 70 campuses statewide: large and small, public 
and private, from the northern mountains to the Florida state line and between the Atlantic 
coast and the Alabama border.

our fellowships
Academic Year Symposia Program
This program allows participants to attend three-day 
symposia held six times over the academic year while also 
engaging in instructional improvement projects on their 
home campuses. The symposia include a combination of  
instructional and faculty development activities as well as 
self-directed activities designed to meet 
individual needs.

Summer Symposium Program
Participants in this program attend a two-week symposium 
on the University of  Georgia campus. The symposium 
includes a combination of  structured faculty development 
and instructional activities and independent study on the 
part of  each participant.
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Participants receive a stipend for each day of  full participation 
on campus to assist with travel expenses and meals. Lodging is 
provided by the Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program.

FELLOWS 
FEEDBACK

“I love and believe in the spirit 
of  GTF and its importance to 

Higher Education in Georgia.”

“This program has been the 
most wonderful professional 
development of  my career!”

“I appreciate all of  the new and 
innovative ideas and support of  

new friends.”

“The content was riveting. Even 
for techniques I am already 

using, I came away with ideas 
for improving techniques, even 
those I had long been using.”

our beginnings

our goal
The Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program assumes the complex challenge of  moving 
college faculty members toward the leading edge of  instructional practice. This effort to
enhance instruction in public and private higher education statewide is very much in 
keeping with the University of  Georgia’s traditional mission as a land-grant institution 
committed to diversified outreach and public service. 

The Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program was established in 1995 
by Zell Miller, governor of  Georgia (1991-1999) to provide Georgia’s 
higher education faculty with expanded opportunities for developing 
and improving classroom instruction. Governor Miller envisioned 
that this program would address faculty members’ pressing need for 
emerging technologies and instructional tools that have become 
increasingly important for learning in today’s society.

The seeds of  the Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program were planted 35 years ago by the 
Faculty Development in Georgia Program, designed to assist faculty members in Georgia 
institutions in obtaining a terminal degree through funded residencies at UGA. Further, a 
large and comprehensive model for faculty development had been initiated at UGA’s Office 
of  Instructional Support and Development (now named Center for Teaching and Learn-
ing). The experience and the success of  these initiatives shaped the Governor’s Teaching 
Fellows Program, which is open not only to the state institutions, but to all private colleges 
and universities in Georgia.
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The Governor’s Teaching Fellows (GTF) Program was established in 
1995 by Governor Zell B. Miller to provide Georgia’s higher education 
faculty with expanded opportunities for developing and improving 
classroom instruction. Governor Miller envisioned that this program 
would address faculty members’ pressing need to integrate technologies 
and instructional tools that have become indispensable for learning in 
today’s society.

For more than five decades, the Institute of  Higher Education has been known nationally and 
internationally for its cutting-edge research, outstanding graduate education programs, and 
significant public service and outreach activities. One of  the primary goals set for the Institute in 
1964 was improving faculty education and university leadership across the state. The GTF program 
has benefitted substantially from the Institute’s ongoing commitment and network of  experts to 
promote and develop the highest quality instruction in the state’s postsecondary institutions. We 
admit fellows of  all ranks from public and private institutions throughout Georgia.
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To date, more than 80 different disciplines, professions and teaching areas have been represented 
by our Fellows, who come from more than 70 campuses statewide: large and small, public and 
private, from the northern mountains to the Florida state line and between the Atlantic coast and 
the Alabama border.

This program allows participants to attend three-day 
symposia, held at UGA’s Institute of  Higher Education, 
six times over the academic year while also engaging in 
instructional improvement projects on their home campuses. 
The symposia include a combination of  instructional and 
faculty development activities as well as self-directed 
projects designed to meet individual needs.
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our beginnings

our goal
We aim to improve the quality of  instruction in Georgia’s colleges and universities, the 
Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program assumes the complex challenge of  moving college 
faculty members to the leading edge of  instructional practice. This effort to enhance 
instruction in public and private higher education statewide is very much in keeping with 
the University of  Georgia’s traditional mission as a land-grant institution committed to 
diversified outreach and public service. 
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represented by our Fellows, and they have come to us from more than 45 institutions 
statewide: large and small, public and private, everywhere from the northern mountains to 
the Florida state line and between the Atlantic coast and the Alabama border.

our fellowships
Academic Year Symposia Program
This program allows participants to attend three-day 
symposia held six times over the academic year while also 
engaging in instructional improvement projects on their 
home campuses. The symposia include a combination of  
structured instructional and faculty development activities 
as well as self-directed activities designed to meet 
individual needs.

Summer Symposium Program
Participants in this program attend a two-week symposium 
on the University of  Georgia campus. The symposium 
includes a combination of  structured faculty development 
and instructional activities and independent study on the 
part of  each participant.
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Participants receive a stipend for each day of  full participation 
on campus to assist with travel expenses and meals. Lodging is 
provided by the Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program.

“
HERE IS WHAT OUR 
FELLOWS NETWORK 
HAVE TO SAY!

I love and believe in the spirit 
of  GTF and its importance to 
Georgia Higher Education.”

This program has been the 
most wonderful professional 
development of  my career!”

I appreciate all of  the new and 
innovative ideas – and support 
of  new friends.”

The content was riveting. Even 
for techniques I am already 
using, I came away with ideas 
about improving.”

The Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program was established in 1995 
by Zell Miller, governor of  Georgia, 1991-1999, to provide Georgia’s 
higher education faculty with expanded opportunities for developing 
important teaching skills. Governor Miller envisioned that this 
program would address faculty members’ pressing need to use 
emerging technologies and instructional tools that are becoming 
increasingly important for learning in today’s society.

The seeds of  the Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program were planted 35 years ago by the 
Faculty Development in Georgia Program, designed to assist faculty members in Georgia 
institutions obtain terminal degrees through funded residencies at UGA. Further, a large 
and comprehensive model for faculty development had been initiated at UGA’s Office of  
Instructional Support and Development (now named Center for Teaching and Learning). 
The experience and the success of  these initiatives shaped the Governor’s Teaching Fellows 
Program, which is open not only to the state institutions, but to all private colleges and 
universities in Georgia.

fellows’ feedback



FOUNDED IN 1964, the Institute of  Higher Education at the University of  Georgia is 
committed to advancing higher education policy, management and leadership through 
research, graduate education and outreach. The institute’s graduate programs in higher 
education administration are consistently ranked among the top ten in the country.

With appropriate encouragement and support from institutional colleagues, candidates 
should send a letter of  interest and intent to participate to the President of  their home 
college or university describing how participation in this program will benefit both the 
individual as well as the home institution.

If  the President supports the request, the Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program requires 
that the candidate submit the following:

our application

Applicants are encouraged to submit the application package electronically to gtf@uga.edu. 
Confirmation of  receipt will be sent to the email address provided by the applicant.

letter of nomination from 
the institution’s president

letter of intent

teaching philosophy 
statement 
current curriculum vitae 

description of the course or 
project that will be the focus 
of the fellowship year (no 
more than two pages)

Program Coordinator
Christina Carter 
gtf@uga.edu

Director
Leslie S. Gordon 
gordonls@uga.edu
706-542-0576

contact usPlease send all correspondence to:

Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program
Institute of  Higher Education
Meigs Hall
University of  Georgia
Athens, GA 30602-6772

about ihe

For more information regarding programs and deadlines, please visit our website at:
https://ihe.uga.edu/governors-teaching-fellows
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